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Chapter 3

On this particular Thursday, something was moving quietly through the ionosphere many miles
above the surface of the planet; several somethings in fact, several dozen huge yellow chunky
slablike somethings, huge as office buildings, silent as birds. They soared with ease, basking in
electromagnetic rays from the star Sol, biding their time, grouping, preparing. The planet beneath
them was almost perfectly oblivious of their presence, which was just how they wanted it for the
moment. The huge yellow somethings went unnoticed at Goonhilly, they passed over Cape
Canaveral without a blip, Woomera and Jodrell Bank looked straight through them — which was a
pity because it was exactly the sort of thing they’d been looking for all these years. The only place
they registered at all was on a small black device called a Sub-Etha Sens-O-Matic which winked
away quietly to itself. It nestled in the darkness inside a leather satchel which Ford Prefect wore
habitually round his neck. The contents of Ford Prefect’s satchel were quite interesting in fact and
would have made any Earth physicist’s eyes pop out of his head, which is why he always concealed
them by keeping a couple of dog-eared scripts for plays he pretended he was auditioning for stuffed
in the top. Besides the Sub-Etha Sens-O-Matic and the scripts he had an Electronic Thumb — a short
squat black rod, smooth and matt with a couple of flat switches and dials at one end; he also had a
device which looked rather like a largish electronic calculator. This had about a hundred tiny flat
press buttons and a screen about four inches square on which any one of a million ”pages” could be
summoned at a moment’s notice. It looked insanely complicated, and this was one of the reasons
why the snug plastic cover it fitted into had the words Don’t Panic printed on it in large friendly
letters. The other reason was that this device was in fact that most remarkable of all books ever to
come out of the great publishing corporations of Ursa Minor — The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy. The reason why it was published in the form of a micro sub meson electronic component is
that if it were printed in normal book 17 form, an interstellar hitchhiker would require several
inconveniently large buildings to carry it around in. Beneath that in Ford Prefect’s satchel were a
few biros, a notepad, and a largish bath towel from Marks and Spencer.
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I'maBa 3

B 3TOT WerBepr 4TO-TO THUXO IMEpPEMEmanoch Mo noHochepe Ha BBHICOTE HECKOIBKUX MWIb HaJl
MOBEPXHOCTHIO IUIAHEThI. B NEeHCTBUTENBHOCTH, 3TO OBUIO HECKOJBKO KaKHX-TO MPEIMETOB,
OTPOMHBIX JKEITHIX JHUTHIX IUIUT, MOXO0XHUX HA O(PUCHBIC 3TaHUS U MOJYAIUBBIX, CIIOBHO TTHIIBL.
OHHM mapuiu ¢ JIETKOCThIO, OYATO KyNasich B AJIGKTPOMArHUTHBIX Jy4daxX OT 3Be3apl Colib, OHU
KJIaTd CBOETO BPEMEHH, OOBEIUHSSICH W TOTOBSCH. IlmaHera, KOoTOpas HaXOIWJIACh TOJ| HHUMH,
MpaKTUYeCKH He oOpallana BHUMaHUS Ha HUX MPHUCYTCTBHE, M 3TO OBLUIO UMEHHO TO, YE€TrO0 OHU
XOTeIW B JaHHBIA MOMEHT. OTpOMHBIC JKEIThIE MPEJAMEThI OCTATUCh He3aMEUeHHBIMU B [ yHXWIIH,
OHH TipoJieTesid Haj MbicoM KanaBepain 6e3 Beskoro curnana , Bymepa u Jxonpen-bank cmotpenu
MPSIMO CKBO3b HUX C COXAJIECHUEM, IMOTOMY YTO 3TO OBUIO MMEHHO TO, YTO OHU HCKAJIH BCE 3THU
rogsl. EnuHCTBEHHOE MeEcTo, T/ie UX 3aMETHIIU ,HAXOJWJIOCh HAa MaJeHbKOM YEpHOM YCTPOWCTBE,
mox HasBanueMm «Sub-Etha Sens-O-Matic», KOTopoe THXOHBKO 3aMuraio (camo 1mo cebe). DToT
npubop ObUT CKPHIT OT YEJIOBEUECKUX IJIa3 BHYTPU KoxKaHOU cyMmku, kotopyto Dopn [Ipedekt
0o0BIYHO HOCHJI Ha cBoel mmiee.Ha camom nene, comepkumoe cymku Poppa Ilpedexra ObLIO
HACTOJBKO MHTEPECHBIM, UYTO 3aCTaBUJIO ObI J1000TO (hu3mKa- 3eMIsHUHA MPUUTH B U3YMIICHUE ,
MMO3TOMY OH BCETJIa CKPBIBAI TO, YTO HAXOJTUTCS Yy HEro B CyMKEe, XpaHs Ha IMOBEPXHOCTH JIHIIb
napy CTapbIX CIIEHapUeB ISl TbeC, OYATO OH TOTOBUTCS K OYepeaHOMY IpociyiuBanuio. [lomumo
«Sub-Etha Sens-O-Matic» u crieHapueB y HEro ObLIT AJIEKTPOHHBINA MaJiel] — KOPOTKas depHas
rNajiKas ¥ MaToBasl Majoyka ¢ Mapoil MIIOCKUX MepeKiIovarese u nudepoiaToB Ha OJJHOM KOHIIE.
Y Hero Takke OBUIO YCTPOMCTBO, KOTOPOE BBITIIANEIO CKOpee Kak OOJBIION 3JICKTPOHHBIM
KanbKynaTop. Ha HeM ObLJI0 OKOJIO COTHHM KPOILIEYHBIX TUIOCKUX KHOMOK U SKpaH pa3MepoM OKOJIO
YeTBIPEeX JIOMMOB, Ha KOTOPOM B JIFOOYI0 MHHYTY MOXKHO OBLUIO HaWTH OJHY W3 MUJUTHOHA
«CTpaHMIl». DTO BBHIMISAETO O€3YMHO CIOXKHBIM, M 3TO OBLJIO OAHOW W3 MPUYHH, MOYEMY Ha
IJIOTHOM MJIACTUKOBOW KPBIIIKE OBLIM HareuyaTaHsl ciioBa «He manukyil» OOJbIIMMU JIPYKECKUMU
OykBamu. J[pyras mpuumHa ObLIa B TOM, YTO 3TOT MPHOOpP B JIEHCTBUTENBHOCTH OBLIT CaMbIM
3aMedaTelIbHBIM M3 BCEX KHHT, KOTJA-TUOO BBIMYIIICHHBIX M3 BEJIIMKHX U3ATCILCKUX KOPIIOPAINN
«Ypca-munop» - «llyreBomutens aBTroctonom mo ['amaktuke». [lpuumHa, Mo KOTOpoil OH OBLI
oIryOJIMKOBaH B (hopMe 3JIEKTPOHHOTO MUKPO-ME30HHOTO KOMITOHEHTA, COCTOUT B TOM, UTO €CIIU
OBl OH OBLT HameyaTaH B (popMe OOBIYHOM KHUTH , TO MEK3BE3IHOMY aBTOCTOMY MOTPeOOBaIOCH OB
HECKOJIbKO OTPOMHBIX 3[IJaHUi, 4TOOBI HOCUTH ero ¢ coboit . [Tox camum mpudopom B cymre dopra
[TpedekTa nexamy HECKOJBKO IIAPUKOBBIX PYUEK, OJIOKHOT W OOJBINOE MOJIOTeHIIE 0T Mapkca u
Crencepa.
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