
Text 1. 

 

Cyber Utopia? Only the Usual Candidates Need Apply 

Among the hype for everything online it is easy to forget that 80 per cent of the 

population of the world has never even used a telephone, let alone sent an email 

message.  

To cyber Utopians, the next industrial revolution — the fusion of computers and 

communications in the internet — will bring huge rewards in productivity gains 

and higher growth. The internet is the fastest-growing communication tool 

invented. 

The rapid spread of the new technology owes much to the tremendous advances 

made in computing power over the past decade, combined with falling costs. If the 

motor industry had enjoyed the kind of productivity growth the computer industry 

has experienced since 1990, a car would cost only about $3 today.  

But the benefits of this revolution are in danger of being captured by the rich, 

according to the UN human development report, leaving the poor further 

marginalised. Most internet users live in the West, and 30 per cent have a 

university degree. The United States has more computers than the rest of the world 

combined.  

When it comes to logging on, the disparities are even more striking. The 

industrialised countries, with only 15 per cent of the world's population, contain 88 

per cent of all internet users. 

South Asia, home to a fifth of the world population, has less than 1 per cent of the 

internet users. Even if the telecommunications systems were in place, without 

literacy and basic computer skills most of the world's poor would still be excluded. 

In Benin, for example, more than 60 per cent of the population is illiterate. Even if 

they could read, they would discover that four-fifths of websites are in English, a 

language understood by only one in 10 people in the world. 

"The typical internet user, worldwide is male, under 35 years old, with a university 

education and high income, urban-based and English-speaking — a member of a 

very elite minority," says the UN.  

The widening global gap between haves and have-nots is turning into a division 

between know and know-nots, the UN says. In a world where wealth is 

increasingly dependent on developing ideas, those left out of technological loop 

are likely to fall further and further behind. Knowledge is the new asset. More than 

half the annual output of the West comes from knowledge-based industries. 

Market forces alone will not solve these imbalances. "The market alone will make 

global citizens only of those who can afford it," the UN says.  

To close the knowledge gap the first step is to tackle the education deficit in the 

third world, where in 24 countries a fifth of primary school age children are not in 

education. 

 

 

Text 2. 

Diplomatic Language 



The expression "diplomatic language" is used to denote three different things. In its 

first sense it signifies the actual language (whether it be Latin, French, or English) 

which is employed by diplomatists in their converse or correspondence with each 

other. In its second sense it means those technical phrases which, in the course of 

centuries, have become part of ordinary diplomatic vocabulary. And in its third, 

and most common, sense it is used to describe that guarded understatement which 

enables diplomatists and ministers to say sharp things to each other without 

becoming provocative or impolite. 

"Diplomacy", as it was once said, "is the application of intelligence and tact to the 

conduct of official relations between the governments of independent states." The 

need of intelligence is self-evident, but the equally vital need of tact is often 

disregarded. It is this latter need which has led diplomatists to adopt a paper 

currency of conventionalized phrases in place of the hard coins of ordinary human 

converse. These phrases, affable though they may appear, possess a known 

currency value.  

Thus, if a statesman or a diplomatist informs another government that his own 

government "cannot remain indifferent to" some international controversy, he is 

clearly understood to imply that the controversy is one in which his government 

will certainly intervene. If in his communication or speech he uses some such 

phrases as "His Majesty's Government view with concern" or "view with grave 

concern" then it is evident to all that the matter is one in which the British 

Government intend to adopt a strong line. By cautious gradations such as these a 

statesman is enabled, without using threatening language, to convey a serious 

warning to a foreign government. If these warnings pass unheeded he can raise his 

voice while still remaining courteous and conciliatory. If he says, "In such an event 

His Majesty's Government would feel bound carefully to reconsider their position," 

he is implying that friendship is about to turn into hostility. 

 

Text 3. 

 

WHATIF                    by Shel Silverstein 

Last night, while I lay thinking here, 

Some Whatifs crawled inside my ear 

And pranced and partied all night long 

Whatif I'm dumb in school? 

Whatif they've closed the swimming pool? 

Whatif I get beat up? 

Whatif dad is in jail For not paying his taxes 

Whatif I start to call 911 

Whatif I call Frankie for pizza pie 

What is my plane was late 

Whatif nobody likes me? 

Whatif a bolt of lightning strikes me? 



Whatif I don't grow taller? 

Whatif my head starts getting smaller? 

Whatif the fish won't bite? 

Whatif the wind tears up my kite? 

Whatif they start a war? 

Whatif my parents get divorced? 

Whatif the bus is late? 

Whatif my teeth don't grow in straight? 

Whatif I tear my pants? 

Whatif I never learn to dance? 

Everything seems well, and then 

The nighttime Whatifs strike again! 

 

 Text 4. 

The Sea Fowler                  by Mary Howitt 

 

THE BARON hath the landward park, the fisher hath the sea; 

But the rocky haunts of the sea-fowl belong alone to me. 

 

The baron hunts the running deer, the fisher nets the brine; 

But every bird that builds a nest on ocean-cliffs is mine. 

 

Come on then, Jock and Alick, let’s to the sea-rocks bold: 

I was train’d to take the sea-fowl ere I was five years old. 

 

The wild sea roars, and lashes the granite crags below, 

And round the misty islets the loud, strong tempests blow. 

 

And let them blow! Roar wind and wave, they shall not me dismay; 

I ’ve faced the eagle in her nest and snatch’d her young away. 

 

The eagle shall not build her nest, proud bird although she be, 

Nor yet the strong-wing’d cormorant, without the leave of me. 

 

The eider-duck has laid her eggs, the tern doth hatch her young, 

And the merry gull screams o’er her brood; but all to me belong. 

 

Away, then, in the daylight, and back again ere eve; 

The eagle could not rear her young, unless I gave her leave. 

 

The baron hath the landward park, the fisher hath the sea; 

But the rocky haunts of the sea-fowl belong alone to me. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


